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religious. In fact, the close parallel between the ordinary 'poli-
tical' treasons and the Statutes making religious conduct treason
or otherwise criminal is striking. If under Henry VIII and his
Protestant successors it was treason to assert the Papal Supre-
macy, after 1688 it was equally so to assert the rights of the
Pretender.1 Similarly, if reconciling with Rome was made
treason, and concealing offers to reconcile misprision of treason
by Elizabeth,2 corresponding \vith James II or the Pretender
was made treason by William III and Anne,3 and the Statutes
of Elizabeth,4 forbidding the unlicensed return from abroad of
'Jesuits, Seminary Priests, and other such-like disobedient
persons', and forbidding subjects to go abroad to educate their
children as Catholics or avoid the Oaths of Supremacy, have an
almost exact parallel in the Statute of Anne forbidding officers
who had served the Pretender or in the French forces to return
without licence, or any one to go abroad to the Pretender,5

Again, except, of course, under Mary, until the appearance
of the Anglican non-juror supporters of the Stuarts all these
Statutes were aimed principally at Catholics. The oaths, it is
true, and some Statutes against those who 'depraved' the Angli-
can Prayer Book would offend the Puritans, but it is clear that
the enemy chiefly aimed at was the Catholic, and above all the
Catholic with foreign connexions, Henry VIII, it is true, was
as ready to burn heretics who denied the Real Presence as to hang
'traitors' who denied that he was Christ's Vicegerent in Eng-
land, and later other Acts, especially the Clarendon Code under
Charles II, were passed, full of intolerance towards Dissenters
of all kinds, but the Treason Acts were aimed principally at
Catholics and the disabilities they suffered were more numerous
and severe, whilst after 1688 the Whigs who had objected to the
general Declaration of Indulgence of Charles II and James II
were ready enough, by annual acts, to relieve Nonconformist
office-holders of the penalties they had incurred under the Test
Acts, but were not ready in effect to do the same for Catholics.

1 12 & 13 Will. Ill, c. 3, &c.                                            a 13 EUz. c. 2.

3  9 Will HI, c. i; 13 & 14 Will. Ill, c. 3; I Anne, c. 9.

4  57 Eliz. c. a.                                                        s 3 & 4 Anne, c. 14.